
2018 - 2019 Gratitude Report



Table of Contents“Friends of the Children is

such a vital and personal gift

to our community. Each and

every kiddo deserves to 

have an adult in their lives

that supports and believes in

them. Our region is more

equitable, resilient, and

healthy as a result of the love

and care from Friends of 

the Children.”

-Donna Mills

Executive Director

Central Oregon Health Council

Breaking the Cycle of Poverty

A Story of Perseverance

Executive Director Letter

Donors

3

4

5

7-10

11

Ambassador Board &

Committee Members

Fiscal Report

12-14

15

Board Chair Letter

6

Programming



Breaking the Cycle
of Generational
Poverty
Our mission is to impact generational

change by empowering youth through

relationships with professional

mentors – 12+ years, no matter what.

 

Friends of the Children is a

prevention/early intervention program

working to enable our nation’s

highest-risk children to develop the

relationships, goals, and skills

necessary to break the cycles of

violence, poverty, and abuse in order

to become contributing members of

society. Friends of the Children was

founded in Portland, Oregon in 1993

and now serves 21 communities

nationally.

 

We aim to break the cycle of

generational poverty by giving

children facing the highest risks the

ability to create a new story. We do this

by providing our community’s most

vulnerable children with a long-term,

salaried, professional mentor, who we

call a “Friend,” from kindergarten

through high school graduation, 12+

years – no matter what.

The goal is that one day all children will

have a long-term, consistent

relationship with a caring adult who

believes in them, which would change

the collective stories of our community.

 

The Harvard Business School

Association of Oregon quantified that

for every $1 invested in Friends of the

Children, the community benefits from

more than $7 in saved social costs.

Helping one child saves the community

$900,000.

 

Based on demonstrated need and

community commitment, our Central

Oregon chapter launched in late 2017.

After extensive research and

partnership discussions, it was clear

that, prior to the founding of Friends of

the Children Central Oregon, no

program existed in the Central Oregon

community to serve our most

vulnerable children with the level of

wrap-around support, longevity, and

intentionality our Friends provide.

Specifically, we are the first and only

professional mentoring organization in

Central Oregon.
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This past year was a rapid growth period for Friends of the Children-Central Oregon.

The initial launch with twenty-four children has doubled during the first two years of

operations. This phenomenal expansion is a testament to the commitment and

compassion of the Central Oregon community. The board has spent the better part of

the start-up years implementing, advising and supporting a five-year growth plan. This

strategic plan sets us on the trajectory to triple the number of children served within

five years of launching. 

 

In addition, the board and capital project champions share a vision to secure a forever

home for the children served by our organization. Friends-Central Oregon has been

operating out of a temporary office in Bend as we launched the program and prepared

to procure a long-term home.

 

While we always welcome children with open arms and love, we are rapidly

outgrowing our current space. Through this campaign, we envision creating a

sanctuary for children to connect with peers and caring adults, receive academic and

social-emotional support, build resiliency, and have fun while feeling safe. Given our

vast rural territory and the ongoing displacement of under-served families beyond our

small towns, our vision is to create a permanent, centralized home between Bend and

Redmond. Our goal is to purchase a five-to-ten-acre property that will include a youth

Clubhouse and office space which will also be open to other youth serving

organizations. The property also referred to as “The Ranch” will provide beautiful

outdoor space for active learning, discovery, and healing from trauma. The Ranch will

include a variety of outdoor activities such as a ropes course, a greenhouse, garden

beds, and plenty of open space to run around. Please consider joining us in our 2020

capital campaign to provide a safe haven for our youth for decades to come.

 

We are mindful that every donated dollar represents the dream and investment of our

partners in strengthening the communities of Central Oregon. While the needs and

the incredible potential of our community’s children have never been greater, every

day we see the impact of our donors’ generosity. To our donors, supporters,

champions, and friends, thank you for your generosity and commitment to breaking

the cycle of generational poverty, one child at a time. We couldn’t do this without you!

 

Sincerely,

 

Laura Nofziger

Board Chair

Board Chair Letter
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Not a week goes by where we don’t get a call from a community partner,

mental health care provider, teacher, school counselor, principal, or parent

asking if we can provide professional mentorship for a child. Unfortunately, the

answer is almost always, “I’m sorry our program is full.” Wouldn’t it be perfect if

we could say YES?

 

What if we could say yes to more children who would then experience the

commitment, love, and growth that we are facilitating each and every day? Our

current children are meeting 100% of their personal goals with dedicated

support from their Friend. Some of these goals are “I want to make it across the

monkey bars,” “I want to learn to count by tens to one hundred,” or “I want to

learn to ride a bike.” Our teaching and school administration partners are

reporting a huge decrease in chronic absenteeism, tardiness, and school

suspension with program youth. Additionally, our children are making huge

strides in self-regulating emotions and expressing kindness towards others.

Our children are demonstrating a 50% improvement in reading scores in the

first year of joining the Friends of the Children-Central Oregon family. Yes is a

powerful word, and we want to say yes more often.

 

Our children have experienced these successes because of you, our incredible

supporters. You have allowed us to bring this unique, evidence-based, life-

changing model to children who need us most. We look forward to more

community-driven change in 2020 to ensure that every child in Central Oregon

hears a “yes” for the 12+ years of support that they so desperately need. 12+

years, no matter what!

 

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for believing in this innovative program

and for your generosity in bringing it to Central Oregon’s most vulnerable

children. Together we can break the cycle of generational poverty in our

community. One child at a time.

 

With Gratitude,

 

Kim Hatfield

Executive Director
*Pictured left: Jeff (program parent) and Kim

Executive Director Letter
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Programming
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Thanks to the generosity of our donors and the community we have

entered our third year of programming. The initial cohort of

Kindergarten and First Graders are now in the second and third grade.

This coming fiscal year, Friends-Central Oregon will employ six full-time,

paid professional mentors who will serve a total of 48 children. All

Friends work in partnership with our Program Director, Nona Armstrong,

who oversees the deliverables and outcomes of this innovative

program.

 

Thanks to 100+ Women Who Care’s generous gift, we had the

opportunity to make a crucial investment in the hiring of a Program

Coordinator and Family Liaison, Jennifer Cox. This newly added

position continually advocates for program youth by collaborating with

community partners such as the Department of Human Services, Family

Access Network,  School Administration and Court Appointed Special

Advocates, so mentors can stay focused on the program’s number one

value “Children First.”

Relationships
Friends and the Program Director work vigorously to build relationships

with children’s parents and/or caregivers to ensure each child’s overall

wellbeing and long-term success. Over the course of this past year,

Friends connected with parents and/or caregivers a total of 1914 times.

Once children enter 1st grade, their Friend starts working with them on

five evidence-based roadmap goals that lead to long-term success. This

year Friends helped their youth work on:

 

School Success: 808 times

Social and Emotional Development: 1889 times

Improved Health: 786 times

Making Good Choices: 669 times

Plans and Skills for the Future: 414 times
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"I wanted to become a Friend because I

am passionate about providing a 

quality relationship to children who most

need a positive role model. Growing up in

Bend, Oregon I got to experience all the

adventure and beauty this community

has to offer. I feel that the next generation

should get to live in this magical and

hopeful world. Friends of the Children is

an organization that has proven time and

again that reaching children at a young

age is the only way to see real results and

change. This is why I am so excited to be

part of the Friends Central Oregon 

family."

-Ashley,

Friend/mentor
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Due to strong community support, program staff have the

resources to be fully present for their children, no matter what.

Thanks to numerous donors such as United Way of Deschutes

County and the Central Oregon Health Council, we hired two new

Friends, who identified and selected the second cohort of

Kindergarten children in the program. While children are selected

in Bend and Redmond, they tend to be highly transient due to a

number of factors including the affordable housing crisis.  Given

this fact, we serve children in all three Central Oregon Counties.

This past year, Friends collectively put almost 30,000 miles on

their personal vehicles to mentor youth where they live, play and

go to school. However, the investment of resources among our

children are well worth it.

 

Prior to selection for Friends of the Children, multiple schools

reported program youth experienced school suspensions, chronic

absenteeism, and low academic performance. Over the course of

the past school year, the same schools reported a decrease in

overall suspensions, chronic absenteeism, and a 50% improvement

in reading scores. Not only are most of our youth meeting reading

standards for their grade level(s), some are exceeding them.

Friends who work alongside youth in their classrooms also

reported  some youth received, "most improved" awards in reading

and math. These results are true indicators that our youth are

resilient, and their Friends have found success in empowering

them to explore their limitless potential.

Collective Impact

9



Over the next year, our main programmatic fundraising focus is to procure
resources to fund children’s activities where they can use their personal spark
to explore plans and skills for the future. This can look like more opportunities
to engage in extra-curricular activities, playing team sports, climbing at the
rock gym, playing in the snow while learning to ski or snowboard, learning to
swim or ride a bike, checking out an art or cooking class, or learning to play a
musical instrument.
 
Friend’s interactions with children are flexible and informal, but never random.
The “Core Asset” initiative is a youth development strategy providing structure
and targeting development. Below is a description of each core asset and the
number of times Friends collectively worked with their youth on each core
asset over this past year.

Core Assets

1,243

860

717

1,564

1,032

1,243

847

1,221
726

1.GROWTH MINDSET: I love learning and know that
my abilities will improve through dedication and effort. We
believe our knowledge and competence in all areas of life grow
with effort and that our work has personal value.

2. POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP BUILDING: I get along well with
others and am able to find people to support me. We have the
ability to communicate effectively and discern how to engage and
collaborate in healthy, supportive relationships for diverse
purposes in all areas of our lives.

3. FIND YOUR SPARK: I use creativity to explore my passions. We
use our imagination, curiosity, and creativity to generate ideas
and discover our strengths and passions.

4. PROBLEM SOLVING: I know how to weigh the pros and cons
and make a decision. We self-reflect and breakdown problems or
issues into manageable parts, determine different strategies to
achieve a solution and make a decision.

5. SELF-DETERMINATION: I believe in myself and am able to set
goals and achieve them. We are committed to achieving our goals
over time, by setting short and long-term goals, and managing
challenges.

9. BELONGING: I understand who I am, have a place where I feel
accepted, and know that my contributions count. We value our
own identity, culture and beliefs, knowing that our community
needs and appreciates our participation.

8. HOPE: When I have tough times, I believe it can get better. We
understand difficulties within a situation and believe it will
improve.

7. PERSEVERANCE AND GRIT: I work hard through challenges
and finish what I start. We can persist to the best of our ability
despite distractions, obstacles, or setbacks.

6. SELF-MANAGEMENT: I know how to manage my feelings and
take care of myself in a healthy way. We are able to identify, reflect
on, and manage our emotions. We are committed to continual self-
care.
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Individual Donors

$196,335

Government Funding

$120,000

Foundation Grants

$532,371

Corporate Donors

$19,176

2018 -2019
Fiscal

Report
Revenue and Community 

Support Total: $867,882

 

Expenses Total: $717,936

 

Net Reserve: $149,946

 

Investments: $101,976
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Thank You!
2018-2019 was an amazing year because of

the support of so many partners. We want to

acknowledge all of our donors for their

generous contributions!
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100+ Women Who Care 
*Anonymous 
AJ Kemp
Alex Brauer
Ali and Rob Emerson
Amanda and Steve Klingman
Amanda Squibb
AmeriChicken
Amy and Lewis Howell
Amy Douglass
Amy Parks
Andrew Lyons
Andy Howell
Andy Slavin
Angie and Neil Cole
Anna Olds
Anne Pendygraft
Anne Van Dusen
Antonio Gatto
April and Patrick Coiteux
Arbor Mortgage
Ashley Beaty
Ashley Swan
Barbara and Mike Flynn
Barbara Seaman
BBT Architects
Bend Garbage and Recycling
Beth and Tod Bengston
Beth Fain
Bethany Graham
Betty Smith
Betsy Warriner
Bill and Ellen Colton  
Binnie and Fred Kinyon
Bob and Martha Schurr
Bob Heiden
Boeschen Family Foundation 
Brett Adams
Brett Farrell
Brian and Gay Sommer
Brian Hemphill

Brian Hitt
Brian Hughes
Brittany and Brian DeBels
Brooks Resources Corporation
Bruce Abernethy & Dr. Mary Meador 
Bryant Emerson LLC.
Bryant Vette
Bryce Benge
Burke Selbst
Candace and Rod Wimer
Carly Moore
Carol and Andy Elsbree
Carol and Gary Fish
Carol and Les Stiles
Carol Tobey
Caroline Gutmann
Central Oregon Association of Realtors
Central Oregon Health Council
Charissa Hatten
Charles Johnson
Charlie Howell
Charlotte Rooks
Chelsea Gordon
Cheryl Parton
Christine  Shihadeh & Chris Van Dyke
Christopher Miller
Christopher Stutterer
Clint Liptac
Columbia Bank
Compass Commercial 
Connie Dalla Gasperina
Cornerstone Realty Holdings LLC
Country Financial
Courtney and Corey Underhill
Cow Creek Umpqua Indian Foundation
Cynthia Thompson
Dan Spencer
Danielle Andrus
Danielle Kelley
Darci and Jim Anderson
Darran Jacobsen
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George Schofhauser
Gila and Bill Taylor
Grace Bible Church of Bend
Graham Fox
Julia Culhane
Julie and Mike Gonsalves
Grant Schultz
Greg and Patti Moss
Greta and Simon Elston
Gretchen and Don Wells
Hannah and Cole Helgerson
Hayden Homes
Hayley Murphy
Heidi and Pratt Rather 
Heidi Irish
Henry and Sharon Hewitt
High Dessert Broadband LLC
Ian Perkins
James Moro
James Stringfellow
Jan and Mike Sullivan
Jane Malakoff
Janine and John Stassen
Janine and Steve Toomey
Jannell Maurer
Jason and Amy Ferguson 
Jason Isenstein
Jay and Vanessa Wilkins
Jean Frey
Jeanie and Tom Morton
Jeff McNamee
Jen Roddick
Jenine Stuedli
Jennifer Sandberg
Jenny and Josh Werner
Jeremy Gibson
Jessica and Eric Bollinger
Jim and Rhonda Lukich 
Jim Purdy

Joan and Tom Triplett
Joanna and John Swanson
Jody and Peter Skrbek
Jody Ward
John Naitove
Joy and Trevor Waybright
Jude Hord
Julie Dotson
Justin Nistler
Kaari Vaughn
Kami and Brad Fraley
Karen and Len Atkins
Karla Schultz
Kate Mitchell
Katie and John Hartz
Katie and Ryan Titkin
Ken Wilhelm
Kenneth Goodin
Kevin Rae
Kim and Lew Hatfield
Kimberly Dority
Kimberly Redding
Kirk Goodwin
Kirk Lilengren
Kris and Gary Kronmiller
Kris Hakkila
Kristen Phillips
Kristin Fish
Kyle Bonnet
Kyle Wells
Larry and Pattie Michel
Larry Price and Martha Lussenhop 
Laura and Ryan Nofziger
Lauren and Jesse Franklin
Lawrence Campbell
Lawrence Fischer
Les Schwab Tire Centers Head Quarters
Lindsey Olson
Lisa and Lee Handley

Lisa Meredith
Lisa, Mark and Madeline Goodman
Liza Roll
LTC Consumer
Mann Mortgage
Marcia Houston
Mark Eastburn
Mark Hemmerich
Martha Ketsdever
Marua Hatcliffe 
Mary and Spencer Krueger
Mary Thomas
Mastercare America, Inc.
Matt Morenzoni
Maureen Mack
Maynard Hedum
Melinda & George Berry
Merrill O'Sullivan
Michael Bird
Michael Doden
Michele Farneth
Michelle Farris
Miguel Acosta
Mike Rogers
Mike Skiens
Mike Viegas
Mitsy Putney
Molly Foerster
Molly Murdock-Baird & Steve Baird
Natalie Herse
Nathan Sanow
Norwyn and Barbara Newby
Oregon Meter Repair LLC.
Pacific Power Foundation
Pacific Source
Paige and Erich Schultz 
Pam and Mack Bagby
Patricia Hedges 
Patricia Melville

2018-2019 Donors
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Dave Tompkins
David Douglass
David Wadsworth
Dawn Betts
Dena Persell
Derek Beauvais
Diana and Warren Glenn
Diane Ervin
Diane Fleming
Dianna and Matt Tomseth
Dick & Ellen Eisman
Donna and Vernell  Mills
Doreen G. Utz
Dr. Eric and Brianna Cadwell
Dr. Joe and Beth Anderson
Drs. Philip & Linda Dean
Edie and Mark DeLay
Edward Jones 
Elena and Chris Otto
Elizabeth Babicz
Elizabeth Wright
Eric and Jen Gabrielson
Eric Artzt
Erica and Brett Farrell
Erik Hammer
Eva and Preet Chopra
Fan and Sarah Burge
Farmer's Insurance
First Interstate Bank
First Story
Foundry Church
Fran Willis
Frank and Barbara Brocker
Fred Meyer- Kroger
Fred R. Smith 
Friends-National
Garrett and Jenny Schroeder
Garrett Timm
Gary & Shirley Carlson



2018-2019 Donors

Patti Adair
Patti and Jim Petersen
Pattie and Craig Apregan
Paula Tierney
Penny Pritchard
Perry J. Rhodes Insurance, LLC
Personalized Nutrients
Peter Sussmann
Petra Harris
Practically Family, LLC
Preston and Jessica Ferguson
Randee Anshutz
Rebecca Dobrowski
Rebeckah Berry
Rebound Physical Fitness
Redmond Chamber of Commerce & Convention
Rhonda and Jess Dixon
Rian Walker
Richard & Hazel Schieferstein
Richard Gardner
Rick Lengele
Robert Evans
Robin Toomey
Robin Vickery
Ron Foerster
Ronald Allen
Russell Holtsberg
Ruth Call
Ryan Altman
Ryan Kruit
Sally Crowe

Sand Lily Home
Sara Magas
Sarah Peterson
Sarah Worthington
Schultz Family Foundation
Shannon Driesen
Shawna and Kevin Mixon
Sheila Miller
Sheppard Wealth Management, LLC
Sherry Jako
Silver Family Foundation
St. Charles Foundation
Stacie Barnes
Stephanie Summers 
Stephen Forte
Steve Bryant
Steve Lilegren
Stevi and Troy Bratschie
Stuart Brown
Sue and Mike Hollern
Sue and Stan Sheaprdson
Sue Perrigot
Sunriver Christian Fellowship
Susan and Dan Boeschen
Susan and Peter Larro
Susan Christensen
Susan Day
Susan Hicks
Susie Shapiro
Tami Metcalf
Tammy Baney

We greatly appreciate all our donors.

Please notify the Director of

Development and Marketing for any

corrections at (541) 668-6836 or

ppritchard@friendscentraloregon.org

Teresa and John Blakinger
The Campbell Foundation
The Ford Family Foundation
The Oregon Community Foundation
Todd Looby
Tom Fike
Tom Fish and Bonnie Assay 
Tom Keller
Trimble Rentals, LLC
Tykeson Family Foundation
United Way of Deschutes County
Vickie Rooks
Vicki and Stuart Malakoff
Vida Barhman
Vivian Taunton
Zoe and Matt Noe
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Friend/Mentor Sarah went to pick up Grace for an
outing recently and noticed her bicycle lying in front
of her house. The seat was not working correctly and
her dad asked if Sarah would help fix it.
 
They decided to spend part of their outing fixing the
bike, and took it to Pine Mountain Sports (one of our
awesome partners!) to see if they could help.
 
Grace thought it was so cool when Alex, the
mechanic, put it up on the rack. He said to her, “Let’s
shine this thing up!” He wiped it down, fixed the seat
and grips, and adjusted the brakes. The generosity of
Alex and Pine Mountain, doing all the work for free,
was so kind. We are really grateful for support from
local organizations like them.
 
Afterward, Grace said, “I feel like it’s a new bike,
Sarah!” It was such a cool moment for Sarah because
it showed just how far Grace has come in their time
together--moving from training wheels to cruising
around on two wheels.
 
We are so proud of the powerful relationship Grace
and Sarah have developed and the growth it has
meant for Grace. Way to show perseverance and grit
on your bike, Grace!

A Story of Perserverance
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20340 Empire Ave. Ste. E1

Bend, OR 97703

(541) 668-6836

info@friendscentraloregon.org

Friends of the Children Central Oregon is committed to transparency in every part of our

organization. We are proud to announce that we were awarded the Platinum Seal of Transparency,

the highest seal possible for nonprofits, by GuideStar, the world’s largest source of information on

nonprofit organizations.


