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Friends
endsPDX,

I'm honored to present Friends

of the Children - Portland’s 2025
Impact Report. This year was full,
but one thing remains clear: this
work matters, and it's making a
meaningful impact for children and
families in the Portland metro.

This year, 390 youth continued
their journey with us, 20 graduated
and stepped into their next
chapter, and we welcomed our
newest members—the class of
2036. Together, they received
more than 50,000 hours of
support, guidance, and care.

| am also proud to share that

for the 11th consecutive year,
Friends of the Children - Portland
has been awarded the Portland
Business Journal's Most Admired
Non-Profit award for the State

of Oregon. Not only did we
receive the honor for the Most
Admired Non-Profit, we were also
awarded the 10th Most Admired
Organization Across All Industries.
In a year full of challenges, we
could not be more honored

to have the ongoing support

of our friends, investors, and
community members. Thank you!

At FriendsPDX, we encourage
youth to take the lead and explore
their ideas. Professional mentors,

or Friends, walk alongside youth
as they set new goals, reach
new academic achievements,
make new friends, explore the
beauty of the Pacific Northwest,
graduate from high school,

find their passions, and make
plans for their futures.

Day after day, the young people at
Friends of the Children - Portland
show us what strength looks like.
To everyone who makes this work
possible, our supporters, staff,
families, caregivers, volunteers,
and community partners: We

see you, and we're deeply
thankful. This work wouldn't be
possible without your belief in

our model and ongoing support.

We are excited to share updates,
stories, and highlights from the
year in the following pages and
hope to see you again soon!

Warmly,

A i,

Traci Rossi
Executive Director
FriendsPDX
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Walking Alongside
Portland’s Youth in 2025

IMPACT STATISTICS
390 29
youth newly
supported enrolled youth

YOUTH DEMOGRAPHICS

30% Multiracial
26% Black

23% Latinx

13% White

. 3% Native American/Indigenous

. 2% Asian/Pacific

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS
20+ 5
school districts where enrollment

program youth attend

partner schools

20 12

teens completed
our program

of our graduates received a
high school diploma/GED

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
94,067 171
hours of service, youth

provided to youth activities
OO0 6
literacy STEM recreational affinity
camps activities daytrips groups

Program youth attend schools in 20+ districts, the
largest being Portland Public Schools. We enroll
youth from five elementary schools: Rigler and
Martin Luther King in PPS, Alder in Reynolds,
Lincoln Park in David Douglas, and KairosPDX.

Mentors and staff track youth growth, school progress, and social-emotional development using a new tool called
STATS so we can continue to learn from our impact and understand exactly how FriendsPDX transforms lives.
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This year marks an important milestone in the
construction of our Albina Campus building

in Portland, which will be part of a co-owned
building with Friends National called the
Duncan and Cindy Campbell National Center
of Excellence for Professional Mentoring.

This building represents a long-term
investment in place, people, and possibility.

The remodeled space will enable Friends of the
Children - Portland to deepen its long-standing
commitment to the Albina neighborhood and be
a partner to the groups working to revitalize the
amazing history found in this part of Portland.

The National Center of Excellence will
deliver critical program support for the
FriendsPDX chapter in what will be, first
and foremost, a youth-centered space.

Core
Assets

+  Growth Mindset

+ Belonging

*  Hope

+  Problem-solving

+ Perseverance & Grit

Portland Albina Campus Update

Duncan and Cindy Campbell National Center of Excellence for Professional Mentoring

This includes upgraded spaces for literacy
and numeracy skill development, expanded
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and
Math (STEAM) programming, increased
mental health and wellness services, and
training opportunities for mentors.

Because youth voices are crucial components
of our program model, young people served
by FriendsPDX have played a meaningful role
in the building’s design and development.

As the founding legacy chapter, Friends of
the Children - Portland plays a vital leadership
role for the Friends of the Children network,
often forging new paths in youth service
delivery for other chapters to follow.

FriendsPDX works to develop nine Core Assets in each child.
Core Assets are social-emotional pillars that provide a solid
foundation for success in school and life — they are tools
that young people can return to for the rest of their lives.

+  Self-management

+  Self-determination

+ Finding Your Spark

+ Positive Relationship Building
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Financial Snapshot
Fiscal Year 2025 (9/1/2024 - 8/31/2025)

ASSETS
Cash & Investments $3,174,881 REVENUE
Property & Equipment $2,874,817
Pledges $2,248,468
Prepaid Expenses $171,084
Right of Use (Leased) Asset $17,272
Total Assets $8,486,522
@ Foundations (34%) $2,375,050
LIABILITIES @ Government (29%) $1,996,239
Individual (25%) $1,720,080
Accounts Payable &
Accrued Liabilities $1,394,092 ® Corporate (10%) $670,642
Operating Lease Liability $17,272 ® Other (3%) $193,281
Refundable Advances $400 Total Operating Revenue $6,955,292
Total Liabilities $1,411,764
CORE
OPERATING
NET ASSETS EXPENSES
Unrestricted Net Assets $4,700,699
Unrestricted Board Designat- $1.273.462
ed
With Donor Restrictions $1,100,597
® Program Expenses (73%) $6,961,521
Total Net Assets $7,074,758 ® Fundraising Costs (15%) $1,418,142
® Administrative Services (12%) 31,126,872
Core Operating Expenses $9,506,535
-zgr(oﬁélbl\'llq Assets $8,486,522 P g Exp
labilities National Center of Excellence One-Time $1.535,768
Pass-Through Subawards T
Total Expenses (Incl. Pass-Through) $11,042,303

In FY25 we entered year 3 of a 5-year Strategic Plan to propel our
impact and expand our reach. An intentional decision was made to
use the Board-designated funds to fill the deficit while we implement
this plan. This deliberate approach allows us to strategically allocate
resources during this transformative period and build diverse revenue
streams for our long-term sustainability.

nee

Fl'ien dsG ﬁg« 2025 This year we hosted our first ever FriendsGiving event

at Amaterra Winery. Full of great food, wine, friendship,

TOTAL ’RA|SE'D: $100.000+ | and gratitude - thank you to everyone who came out to

support what we do at Friends of the Children - Portland!
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When Desiree first started making
ribbon flowers, it was just for fun.

She learned the basics from her cousin
but eventually turned to online tutorials
to learn new methods to carefully shape
petals and turn ribbons into roses.

She made flowers for her aunt, and soon
other family members and friends began
asking for their own. As this creative spark
grew, Desiree realized she had an opportunity
to turn her talent into a business.

Over the past two years, Desiree has been
building her flower-making business, steadily
growing her technical skills, entrepreneurial

Some names of youth and mentors featured in our stories have been changed to protect privacy.
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confidence, and problem-solving abilities.
With her brother's help, she launched an
Instagram account and business profile to
showcase her work and reach new customers.

She focuses primarily on ribbon roses but
recently mastered a ribbon dahlia and is now
experimenting with different sizes and color
combinations to expand her offerings. "l
started making them just for fun," Desiree says,
"but other people started catching on and |
saw an opportunity for it to be a business."

Desiree was paired with her mentor, Katie,
about a year ago. When Desiree said she
wanted to expand her clientele but felt shy

(continued on pg. 7)



(continued from pg. 6)

about approaching new people, Katie saw
it as an opportunity to build confidence,
life skills, and a business mindset.

Rather than just offering advice, she helped
Desiree build a concrete plan: go door to door
at Friends of the Children - Portland with a
flyer, introduce herself, and show examples of
her work. It was a structured way to practice
real-world skills in a supportive environment.

It wasn't easy to step outside of her
comfort zone but as orders started
coming in, Desiree began to see herself as
someone capable of doing hard things.

“It's so cool to see her commitment to
both growing her business and building
life skills along the way,” Katie says.

urages youth to lead, creates
passions, supports youth in
rite their own futures.

“I love seeing her step outside of her
comfort zone and be rewarded for it.”

Reflecting on what she’s learned, Desiree
says, “l learned to never give up and to
keep trying, and that when my friends and
family are supportive of what I'm doing,

| feel more motivated to keep going.”

At the heart of it all, her favorite part of the
business is simple: making customers happy.
That joy is what drives her to keep learning
new designs, improving her craft, and dreaming
bigger about what her business could become.

Desiree is building more than a business;
she’s developing long term life skills like self-
advocacy, problem-solving, and customer
relationship skills that are foundational to
long-term success for young people.
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Board of Directors FY2025

Board Chair Stephanie Leigh Hallford, Community Leader
Anne Mersereau, Community Leader Jessica Johnston, Co-Founder, Co-CEO, Changemaker
Vice-Chair Collective

Kristen Zervis, Chief People Officer, LegitScript Feyi Ojomo, Head of Quality Systems & Quality

Engineering & Validation, Genentech

Cynthia Campbell, Founder, Community Leader
yn p i / Laura Rosenbaum, Partner at Stoel Rives LLP

Duncan Campbell, Founder, Community Leader Jeanne Ryan, Senior VP of Claims and Customer
Melanie Broome, Attorney at Davis Wright Tremaine Service, The Standard
LLP

. Brian Shahum, Assistant Vice President, USI
Barbara Cardinale, SVP & Business Banking Sales

Leader, KeyBank Carol-Ann Simon, Tax Shareholder, Director of
Lisa Faust, EVP & Chief Banking Officer, Pacific West Expatriate Tax, Perkins & Co.

sl Matt Swaim, EVP, National Operations/Environmental
Steve Fogg, Chief Financial Officer, Marquis Companies Health & Safety, Suffolk Construction

Pleschette Fontenet, Regional Sales Director, Felicia Tripp Folsom, Chief Operating Officer, The
Lenovo Contingent

Ambassador Board FY2025

Jon Little, Chair, Bank of the Pacific Tim Jakubowski, KPMG

Thomas Allen, NIKE Brandi Kyle, Woodruff Sawyer

Jonathan Burke, Merrill Lynch Kristina Malinski, Cambia Health

Brian DeGrandemont, BetterRx Andrew Mauss, Samara Capital

Thomas Durkin, Hoffinan Construction Company Juliana Minn, Pickett Dummigan Weingart LLP
Kelley Edenholm, Woodruff Sawyer Gisele Reyes, Brown & Brown Insurance

Rebecca Gosla, Simplicity Education Anusha Suntheram, Community Leader

Renee Grimmer, LegitScript Patrick Yazhari, Vista Capital Partners

Dann Horowitz, Aldrich Services

Volunteer Spotlight =N

Sharon Baartmans has been volunteering with FriendsPDX
since the spring of 2021, starting as an online tutor. After she
switched to in-person tutoring in the fall of 2021, she knew
that she wanted to commit to long-term volunteering with
FriendsPDX. She tutors youth once a week, and she loves

the consistency of being another adult they can count on.

“I love creating the first bit of trust with a new

student, so they show up and try again the next
week,” said Sharon. “I've worked with some students
for multiple years, and | love seeing their confidence
build and their patience for learning grow.”

If you are interested in learning more about volunteer
opportunities, email rhannon@friendspdx.org
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Thank You to Our Generous Stpporters

CONTRIBUTIONS (9/1/2024 - 8/31/2025)

$100,000+

Anonymous (2)

Bryan R. Bickmore Foundation

Duncan & Cynthia Campbell of The
Campbell Foundation

Don & Georgia Allen-Carlson

Friends of the Children - National

Marie Lamfrom Charitable
Foundation

Jack Lundeen Fund*

Meyer Memorial Trust

Portland Children's Levy

Quest Foundation

Marcia H. Randall Foundation

James & Shirley Rippey Foundation

Silver Family Foundation

Vital Life, a Marquis & Consonus
Foundation

Oregon Youth Development
Council - Department of
Education

$50,000 - $99,999

Anonymous

Donald M. Boone Fund

Classic Wines Foundation

Dudley Family Foundation

Angie & Phil Fogg

Steve & Lisa Fogg

John & Emma Gilleland

Catherine Holm

Alan Guffey & Cynthia King-Guffey

LEAP Adventure

James F. & Marion L. Miller
Foundation

Brad Miller

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust

Mike & Jill Nasser

NIKE

Oregon Community Foundation

John & Deanna Phillips

Caroline Schmitz

Eli Schmitz

Ann J. & William Swindells Fund*

$25,000 - $49,999

Ed & Romell Ackley Foundation
Joan Albertson

Ambrosia QSR

Anonymous (2)

Priscilla Bernard Wieden

Coit Family Foundation

John Dozier

Willard L. Eccles Charitable
Foundation

Express Employment Professionals

Ken & Barbara Francis

Bill & Allyson Harris, The Harris
Family Foundation

Bill Healy Foundation

William & Alane Hebert

Holman Automotive Group

Edna L. Holmes Fund*

House of LR&C

John Moot

Jordan Brand

Colleen & Werner Nistler

Phillips Family Foundation

Frank & Janet Phillips

Portland General Electric

Greta & Keith Sheppard

Stoller Group Companies

Lawrence & Jane Viehl

Joseph E. Weston Public
Foundation*

Greg & Lisa Whitaker

Mike & Sandy Woodley Charitable
Fund

$10,000 - $24,999

AAA Oregon/Idaho

Sheryll Aleskus

Spencer Arn

Bank of America

Bombas

Braemar Charitable Trust
Jerry & Cathy Brodie Family Fund*
Brown & Brown

CFO Selections LLC

Truman Collins & Nancy Ives
Gene & Harriet Cope

Daimler Trucks North America
Mason Davis

Davis Wright Tremaine
Demorest Family

Cindy Jones & Michael Doolittle
Grand + Benedicts

Hampton Family Foundation*
Bob & Francy Heffernan
Ralph & Karen Henkhaus
Hillman Family Foundations

*donor advised fund through the Oregon Community Foundation

Have questions about this list,
update your information? Plea

us at (503) 281-6633 or
development@friendspdx.org

Juliet Ashby Hillman Foundation
Hoffman Construction

Stephane Kass

Heather Mahoney & Peter Johnson
OnPoint Community Credit Union
PacTrust

Morton & Sophie Pelzner Fund*
Barry Pelzner & Deborah Pollack
Meg Remsen & Nigel Jaquiss
Reser Family Foundation

SBH Legal

Schamp Family Fund*

Caitlin Smethurst Davis

Doug Stamm & Jackie Gordon
The Standard

Linda Talwalkar

Herbert A.Templeton Foundation
Touchmark Living Centers, Inc.
Tri-Met

Trust Management Services
Wheeler Foundation

Wheeler Foundation

Robert & Jean Wilson

Michael & Jim Richman

$5,000 - $9,999

Michael Alberty

Anonymous

Bank of the Pacific

Bashel Fund

Marcus & Emily Breuer

Christopher Brisbee

Ryan & Shannon Buchanan

Kirsten Buchanan Quigley & Brett
Quigley

Courtney Carter

Children's Course

CIBC Private Wealth Management

CopperPoint Insurance Companies

DaftrislO Fund

Susie David Oswald & Steve Oswald

Amy Doerfler Phelan

Doughty Family Charitable Fund

Steve & Nancy Duin
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Bill & Colleen Gardner

Steve Graff & Janice Swanson

Linda Grant & Mora Chartrand

Stephanie Hallford Durnin & Matt
Durnin

Heritage Bank

H.W. Irwin & D.C. Irwin Foundation

Doug & Kristen Johanson

Erika & Rob Kelley

KPMG

Katherine Kuhn

LegitScript

Dave & Patricia Long

Anne & Ken Mersereau

Mongqui Inc

Morrison Family Charitable
Foundation

Todd Mylet & Jennifer Rawhouser

John & Marcia Nolting

Jeff, Anne, Josh, & Sol Nudelman

Jeff & Kathryn Nuss

O'Doherty Family Charitable Fund

Feyisayo & Esosa Ojomo

Pacific West Bank

Perkins & Company

Philoptochos

Mike Pittman & Pam Strickfaden

Regence Health Plans

Dean Runyan & Elizabeth Evans

Julie Schecter & Will Hapgood

Doug & Ruthann Seely

ShedRain Corporation

Nancy & Matt Smith

Kevin Culver Smith Fund

Terri & Tom Sorensen

Doug Stamm & Jackie Gordon
Fund*

Stoel Rives

Matt & Katy Swaim

Test Products International

Thistle Giving Fund

Marta & Ken Thrasher

Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust

USI Insurance Services

Paul & Lory Utz

Vision Capital Management

Walsh Construction Co.

Warn Automotive

Woodruff Sawyer Oregon

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (3)

Arrow Sanitary Service
Peter & Missy Bechen
Berlinberg Properties Team
JaCee M. Burnes

Pat & Katherine Burns
Cambia Health Solutions
Barbara Cardinale

Emily & Ben Chessar

Scott & Lauren Christianson
Clarey Trust LLC
Community 101 Fund*
Kathryn Elliott-Gruen
Jollee Faber Patterson

Lou & Margaret Fasano
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Pleschette Fontenet

For Goodness Cakes

Craig & Gretchen Francis

Gazeley Family Fund*

Genentech, Inc.

Marian & Paul Gentry

Jason Gildenmeister

Peter Glade

Henry & Sharon Hewitt

Jennifer Humphreys

Intel Corporation

Tim & Sondra Jakubowski

David Johnson

Jessica Johnston & Jessemin
Sheyda-Losick

Kave Family Foundation

Racquel King

David Komer

David Leaf

Lenovo Employee Care Campaign

Jon & Mandi Little

Little Bird Media Solutions

Jerry Matson

Jay Maxwell

Anne McClaran

McConnell Family

Sarah Mensah

Najit Technologies

NW Natural

Palmer Family Foundation

Patrick Lumber Co.

Jollee & J. Stuart Patterson

Arnold & Patsy Polk

Charlene & John Rogers

Ben Rollins

Laura Rosenbaum & Daniel
Pollack-Pelzner

Nick & Christine Rulli

Fran Schlieski

Anfernee Simons

Mary & Steve Skaggs Charitable
Fund

Surety Association of Oregon

Roger & Gale Swanson

Tandem Properties

Joe Trpik & JaCee Burnes

Vista Capital Partners

City of Portland - We Are Better
Together

Jeff & Erin Wriston

Chris & Kristen Zervis

Steve & Kristine Zika

$1 ,000 - $2,499

Anonymous (5)

Lindsay Alanen

Thomas Allen

American Outback Adventures Inc
Alphagraphics Hillsboro
Anonymous (5)

Arden Event Collective

Catherine Baker

Terry & Barbara Baker

Krishna Balasubramani & Shauna

Ewing
Andrew Berlinberg & Ellen Raim
Jane & Henry Berliss
Johnny Bernatz
Elizabeth & Matthew Brennan
Fund*
Terry & Kathy Briscoe
Melanie Broome
Elise & Richard Brown
Anne & Craig Bryant
Phil Burger & Beth Johnson-Burger
Yoon Choi
Becki Christian
CHUBB
Bruce Clawson
John Clendening
Costco-Portland
Vanessa Curley
Jordan Curtis
Day Wines
Michele DeBuhr
Delphae Solutions LLC
DeStephano Family Fund
Devil's Food Catering
Dicentra Fund*
Laura & Charles Douville
John Dudrey
Lisa & Ryan Dunlap
Matthew Evans
Lisa Fajardo Faust & Jeff Faust
Albert & Vicki Falkner
Bernard & Marsha Fisher
Jami Floyd
Marybeth Fossati
Kristine Furrer
Jim Gangwer
Baron/Gilbert Fund
Brooke Gildenmeister
Frank & Mary Gill
Rebecca Gosla
John & Judi Gram
Crystal Granger
Molly Guyer
Shannon Hart
Nathan Hartwell
Jeff & Lindsey Harvey
Debra Hatcher
Jim & Lisa Hillas
Sara Humbert
Insperity
Steve & Vicki Jackson
Aaron Jensen
Derek Jernstedt
Kari Johnson
Joyfield Corporation
Philip Kalberer
Robert & Jennifer Kass
King Family Foundation



Noel & Nancy Klein

Corbin & Debbie Lancaster
Brooke & Christopher Landon
Timothy Larson

William & Emmy Lawrence Family
Fund

Robert & Sally LeFeber
Jim & Kathy Lillis
Linman Family Fund
Kyra Macllveen

Robert E. Maloney
Martinsons Fund
Andrew & Tasha Mauss
Aundria Mazoros
Caroline McDonald
Sean McGovern

Will & Marni McNeely
OEG, Inc.

Olivia Metz

Rick & Sharon Meyer
Trudi Morrison

David & Megan Muessle
Thomas & Lies]l Nebel
Todd Nell

William & Nancy Neuman

Oregon Jewish Community
Foundation

Lisa Owens
Parsons Family Fund*
Don & Renay Patterson

Barbara & Gary Peterson
Philip Kalberer Family Fund
Scott Powers

Mike Psaris

Caitlin Reff

Karen Regel & David Rich

David & Madie Richenstein Family
Fund

Room at the Table Fund

Traci Rossi & Richard Smith
Jamie Sales

Dan Saltzman & Liz Burns

Carl & Toni Sargent

Susan Scanlon

Schnitzer Properties

Schwabe

Greg Henkhaus & Heidi Seinige
Shawn & Alyssa McTimpeny
Bill & Virginia Sheppard
Matthew Sigler

Brad Simmons & Shannon Hart
Carol Ann Simon

Robert O. Simons Forever Fund*
Bob Simpson

Nick Smith

Jeffrey Spere

Susan St. Michael

Charles & Sandra Starkey
Stephy K Giving Fund

Lee Stewart & Christopher Sherry

Legacy Society

Marybeth Stiner
Ashley Stout
Margaret Stuckey
Collin Styring
Anusha Suntheram
Chris Tawney
Elizabeth Tegen

Tillamook County Creamery
Association

Staci Tone

Trail Blazers Foundation

Uni Language Solutions

Evans Van Buren

Marie & David Van Cleave
Vasconcelos Family Fund

Zoey & Jeff Wagner

Carolyn Walker & Darren Powell
Mike Wells

Westover Charitable Fund
Wendy Whittaker-Strasser
Wihtol Family Charitable Fund

Lindsey & Colin Williams
Charitable Gift Fund

Caroline Hilliard Wilson Fund*
Donald Winfree & Lauri Winther
Woodruff Sawyer CARE

Brian Yoakum

Ronald & Geri Yonover Foundation
Charlene Zidell

The following individuals are making a difference in our children’s lives by designating a bequest
through their will or estate plan to benefit the Friends of the Children — Portland Foundation:

Anonymous (4)

Bella Living Trust

Diane & Mark Burnett
Steve & Vicki Byers

Cindy & Duncan Campbell
Billie Carlson

Don & Georgia Allen-Carlson
Brent & Laura Carreau
Harry & Kaaren Demorest
John Dozier

Karen & Bill Early

Bill & Colleen Gardner

Jeanne Gaylord

Pete & Diana Hall
Henry & Sharon Hewitt
Lois Isbell

Kirk & Judi Johansen
Jim & Kathy Lillis

Sally J. Long

Estate of Gene & Mary Mason
Andrew & Tasha Mauss
Max & Lori Miller

John & Geri Miner
Richard & Donna Peach

*donor advised fund through the Oregon Community Foundation

Steven & Paula Plambeck
Sherri Romaniello

Lori Flexer Sackett & Jeffrey
Sackett

Terri & Tom Sorensen
Marta & Ken Thrasher
Paul & Lory Utz

Evans Van Buren
Denise & Brian Velaski
Helen Wright

Bill & Julie Young
Mark & Robin Young
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Endowment Society

The following individuals are impacting the lives of the youth we walk alongside by contributing

a cash gift or pledge to the Friends of the Children — Portland Foundation:

Estate of Susan Alperin
Anonymous

Lisa Battrick

Annie & Ronald Bennet

Diana Bianco & Anthony Effinger
Jerry & Cathy Brodie

Burns Bros.

Cindy & Duncan Campbell

Jeff & Jessica Campbell

Billie Carlson

Don Carlson & Georgia Allen-
Carlson

Gary & Penny Combs

Dawn Dahl

Harry & Kaaren Demorest
Margaret Dey & Lawrence Custer
John Dozier

Elizabeth Drago

Donor Spotlight

Brittney Herrera first learned about Friends of the Children

Frank & Mary Gill

John & Emma Gilleland
Vivian Godsey

Bill Gross

Diane Gutman

Henry & Sharon Hewitt
Bernard & Melody Hyde

Kirk & Judi Johansen
Kathleen Kee & Craig Wong
Thomas Keller & Shelly Field
Douglas & Shelly Kintzinger
Jim & Kathy Lillis

Dave & Patricia Long

Estate of Gene & Mary Mason
John & Geri Miner

Linda Murtfeldt

Madeline Nelson & Jim Lafky
OneHope

- Portland through our Executive Director, Traci Rossi, and
was inspired to get involved through Traci’s passionate
commitment to long-term support for children.

“Friends of the Children - Portland invests where it matters
most: time, consistency, and trust," said Brittney. "Supporting
this organization feels aligned because it is rooted in

care, accountability, and the understanding that showing

up again and again is what creates real opportunity.”

Awards and Recognitions

Last year, we received recognition from philanthropy verification
organizations and continued an 11-year streak as Portland's
#1 Most Admired Nonprofit by the Portland Business Journal.
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Andrew & Tia Over

Stan & Leslie Renecker

Ben Root & Chris Shank

David Rumker & Susan Phillips

Lori Flexer Sackett & Jeffrey
Sackett

Estate of Vivian Schuldt
Greta & Keith Sheppard

Mark Simmons & Sherie
Weisenberg

Lee H. & Marion B. Thompson
Foundation

Hazel Van Wyk Living Trust
Norbert & Ann Wellman

Estate of Jim & Christine Williams
Bill & Julie Young

Cary & Barbara Young

We are deeply honored by the support of donors
like Brittney, who believe in and recognize the

power of what we are building at FriendsPDX.

PORTLAND
BUSINESS JOURNAL

LA

MOS‘I’ ADMIRED COMFAN]ES

V V/ NN/
NONPROFITS

Friends of the Children — Portland
Ranked #1

2025



Navigating New Waters

Every summer, Friends of the Children - Portland
partners with Life Expanding Adventure Program
(LEAP) to bring youth on a whitewater kayaking
trip down Idaho's Lower Salmon River. LEAP
provides a unique opportunity for young people
to step away from daily distractions and into

an environment where they can face their fears,
build confidence, and find new passions.

This experience also provides FriendsPDX
youth with the chance to build trust and safety
within themselves and the people around them.
Every participant who takes the leap to join

this trip plays a critical role in being aware and
keeping the group safe on the rapids, which
can be scary and challenging to navigate.

One of our Program Managers who has led
this trip for several years said: “Often times our
youth have a difficult time trying new things
close to home and on solid ground, so for
them to step in a space that requires adapting
new skills, learning to trust not only the river
guides, but most importantly, themselves.”

A FriendsPDX alum is also about to enter
his third season of river guiding with LEAP!
After his experience with LEAP during his
time in our program, he fell in love with

the river and knew he wanted to spend

his summers helping kids have the same
transformative experience that he had.

FriendsPDX youth often say this
experience was life changing:

"It helped me face my fears and learn how to
connect with others a lot more easily." - Kasey

"I think I'll keep this journey in mind with life. It's like
a rapid that's bumpy but you flow through it." - Lucas

"It's a blessing. Not a lot of people get the
opportunity to do this, so I'm glad I got to." -Darius

>
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FriendsPDX is a 501(c)(3) non-for-profit organization
EIN 93-1098105

Find us online and follow us on social media
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