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Dear Friends, 

The past year and a half has undoubtedly been a year of change, uncertainty, grief as well as 
gratitude and giving. Friends of the Children - Utah launched in early March 2020, only to soon 
thereafter face the challenges of statewide shutdowns and and other barriers due to COVID-19. 

Our mission, to break the cycle of intergenerational poverty in Utah, became even more vital 
as the pandemic emphasized already existing social and economic disparities, challenged our 
education system and forced us to re-examine what it means to offer community and support 
during a period of isolation and struggle.

We are so inspired by all the youth and their families who have placed their trust in us – a new 
organization – to walk alongside them as they navigate their individual hopes and dreams. They 
are the reason we all do what we do. We are grateful for an incredible team, board, and local 
supporters who believe in us, and work hard to help us achieve our mission.

We invite all to learn more about us, to engage, volunteer, attend events, give of your time, talent 
and treasure, in support of our ongoing work. We continue to press forward with resilience and 
hope.  Visit friendsutah.org to learn more. 

Best,

John Koranicki - Director of Operations
Andrea J. Bott - Director of Development
Logan Meyers - Director of Programs

Leardership Team

Dear 
friends,

Sandi Pershing
Executive Director

Jennifer Danielson
Board Chairperson

@friendsutah

friendsutah.org
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COVID-19 may have changed the way we do business, but not our commitment to making an 
impact in our community. Friends-Utah pressed forward as the newest chapter to join Friends of 
the Children and the very first chapter in Utah! We demonstrated grit, resilience, and hope in the 
face of overwhelming odds by hiring staff, getting creative, and quickly enrolling youth despite 
the challenges. 

“During Covid we had to alter the way we serve our youth. One thing my youth loved was cookie 
decorating kits. The kits had cookies, frosting, and sprinkles. We loved decorating cookies 
together over zoom, and eating them together after!” - Aubrey, Friend

“I had a youth that wanted to build a Robot, so I got a STEM robot kit. One for him and one for me, 
and we built it together through zoom over a month. We had planned on racing them, but a cat 
tragically ate my youths!” -  Jack, Friend

36 Youth Enrolled
6 Friends 
1 Family Engagement Specialist

2020-2021 Program Growth
132 Family Members Reached
12 Staff 
11 Community Partners with MOU’s

Covid-19
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We believe all youth, and particularly those who face the challenges of intergenerational poverty, 
thrive when there is a positive adult role model in their lives. Starting in Kindergarten all the way 
through high school, we stick with our youth and families, supporting them and cheering them 
on, helping them reach their potential!

Quality, Consistency, Commitment

Five Intermediate Outcomes

12+ years, no 
matter what

92%
93%
83%
98%

of youth go on to enroll in post-secondary education, serve our country or enter the workforce
of youth remain free from the juvenile justice system involvement
of youth earn a high school diploma or GED
of youth wait to parent until after their teen years

School 
Success

Making Good 
Choices

Plans and Skill 
for the Future

Pro-Social
Development

Improved 
Health

Long Term Impact
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This year was all about hiring highly qualified, passionate staff to begin providing valuable 
services to youth and families who have experienced adversity.

Favorite Treat: Peanut Butter Cups
Favorite Mentor: Mr. Packer, who told me I could do hard things. 
Favorite Book: Taran Wanderer and House of Leaves

Favorite Treat: Anything chocolate!
Favorite Mentor: My mom and Professor Susan Rogers
Favorite Music: Gospel, R&B, Soul

Favorite Animal: Cows & Pigs
Favorite Mentor: Haley, she just always had an answer for everything 
Favorite Restaurant: Zao 

Favorite Treat: Flamin’ Hot Funnions
Favorite Mentor: My dad, he’s the hardest worker I know
Favorite Book: Perk of Being a Wallflower

Favorite Treat: Brownies!
Favorite Mentor: Shawnie Nix, my boxing coach, is my favorite 
mentor. She has become my second mother ever since I was 12
Favorite Book: The Wu-Tang Manual

Favorite Treat: Cheez-its
Favorite Mentor: Mr. Zelner- he believed in me when
I didn’t believe in myself. 
Favorite Movies: Dark Knight Trilogy, Lion King, Forrest Gump

Meet our 
FRIENDS
Chris

 

Pr
ud

ence

Aubrey

Ashley

Will

Jack



6 | 2020-21 Annual Report

Find 
Your

For years, Trevion has told his mom that he wants to be a Paleontologist 
when he grows up – he has been laser focused on this ambition because 
he loves dinosaurs and the environment. However, this week, Trevion has 
changed his mind.. He now tells mom (and Chris) that when he grows up, he 
wants to be a “Friend of the Children,” just like his new best friend, Chris! 

Aubrey and Ashley worked hard to secure rental assistance for 
a family that has been facing that obstacle. Together, Aubrey and 
Ashley have been able to secure rental assistance for the family, and 
lined the family up with a more affordable home, which they will be 
moving into soon. 

While working with Elsa, Ashley has been able to incorporate Elsa’s older 
brother in outings and activities. This has strengthened the sibling bond within 
the family and mom has been incredibly grateful for the extra support. 

Making an impact every day

This year, we want to honor Utah Community Action (UCA) as our Outstanding Community 
Partner of the Year. Friends-Utah relies on community partnerships to help us identify the youth 
and families that can most benefit from the professional mentoring and support we offer. 60% of 
youth referrals have come through UCA this year! We in turn refer our families to the many 
services they offer. Thank you UCA for making an impact!

Outstanding Community Partner of the Year
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Share your Spark!

Steps for Change

April 14th - In partnership with Pixar Animation Studios and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Utah, 
we asked the community to join together and “Share Your Spark” in alignment with one of our 
core values “Find Your Spark!” This event, facilitated by First Lady Abby Cox and a panel of Pixar 
experts, created community awareness and enthusiasm about helping youth dig deep and find 
their “Spark” or that thing that gets them excited, engaged, and motivated each day! 

June 12th - We welcomed Friends and families to our first outdoor, in-person event, Steps for 
Change! We asked the community to help us reach out goal of 1.2 million steps and raise $12,000 
in support of our mission! Here’s what happened:

Total Steps: 
Top Steps Team:
Total Raised: 

6,072,774
Graduation Alliance!
$12,500

First Year, 
First Events
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Sarah’s 
Story

*

*
Sarah is a single mother of one son, Jerome. 
Sarah has battled with substance abuse and 
addiction throughout her life. However,

She was able to connect with local support 
agencies and find hope and recovery. She 
and Jerome have not only survived these 
challenges but have started to thrive. Sarah 
was enthusiastic when Friends-Utah was 
recommended to her as additional support 
for her and her son late last year. Because of 

alias to protect privacy

Sarah’s past struggle with substance abuse, 
she has had to work hard to find community 
support systems and Friends-Utah is one 
way she has opened her life to creating 
those connections.
During the first 6 months Sarah and Jerome 
were paired with a Friend, Sarah was very 
communicative and enthusiastic about being 
a part of the program. She welcomed the 
Friend into her home and their lives. The 
Friends-Utah staff were even able to help 
Sarah relocate to a new apartment when it 
became necessary for her to move from her 
current residence to continue on the path 
of recovery.
However, just after her move Sarah became 
unresponsive. Our Friend was not able to 
connect with her in the usual ways, and 
this started to cause some concern. Finally, 

when she became a 
mother, she found the 
resilience she needed to 
reach out for help to take 
care of herself and her son.
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after 3 weeks of silence, Sarah reached back 
out to the Friend and he was able to visit 
with her and Jerome. While there, a man 
came to visit Sarah and it became clear to 
the Friend that Sarah was in a potentially 
unsafe situation. Later, she confided in the 
Friend that she wanted to get out of the 
relationship, but she was afraid for herself 
and her son’s safety if she tried. The man had 
been threatening and exhibited unhealthy, 
self-destructive behaviors. After a domestic 
violence incident in which Jerome witnessed 
the man throw himself in front of a car to 
prevent Sarah from leaving the relationship, 
Sarah contacted the Friend and asked if she 
could get support getting out of the situation 
by quickly leaving her residence. She didn’t 
have the means for a hotel and timing was of 
the essence.

Many of these facilities were already full or 
unable to provide immediate services. So, 
Friends-Utah, through emergency funding, 
were able to provide short-term, safe housing 
as well as emergency food and other basic 
needs and thus immediately remove Sarah 
and Jerome from a unsafe situation until a 
longer term solution was possible.
We are happy to say that after 3 days in a 
local hotel, Sarah and Jerome were able 
to access a longer-term housing situation 
including access to basic needs through a 
community partner until it is once again safe 
to return to their home. The Friend continues 
to visit and support Sarah and Jerome, 
fostering a trusting relationship and being a 
resource for this small family.

Friends-Utah jumped 
into action, calling 
community organizations 
and support groups 
that provide emergency 
housing for families in 
need experiencing these 
destructive situations.
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20-21 
financials

Executive Board

Board Members

Jennifer Danielson
Jesús N. Valero

Paul Schuhmacher
Stephen Foxley

Martha S. Bradley-Evans
Mary Kate Ivory Bertha

T. Felt
Ryan Hall  

Natasha Hansen
Erinn Kelley-Siel

Fernando Moreno 

Board Chairperson, Community Volunteer
Board Vice Chair, Assistant Professor Political Science, University of Utah
Treasurer, Managing Director, AArete
Board Secretary, Blue Cross, Blue Shield of Utah

Associate Vice President Academic Affairs, University of Utah
Clark and Christine Ivory Foundation
Investment Firm Partner 
Partner, Transcend Education
Director, Life Community Center, Life Church Utah 
Chief Officer of Expansion and Policy, Friends of the Children
Chief Operating Officer, Graduation Alliance 

Total Assets:
Total Liabilities:
Net Assets:

FY 21 Revenue 
FY 21 Expenditures

Source of Funds $939,165 Use of Funds $895,722

833,600
96,762

736,838

$ 939,165
$ 895,722

Foundations
Individuals 
Corporate
Public
Events

Programs
Development
Management

73% 
16%
11%

 401,657 
 411,807
   60,230

50,000
19,503

$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
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 A special thanks to all of our donors, particularly those Foundation donors who 
committed to Friends-Utah’s first year

Thank 
you:
Foundation Donors 
Clark and Christine Ivory Foundation
Intermountain Healthcare
Larry H. & Gail Miller Family Foundation
Dick and Sue Jacobsen
George S. and Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation
Crystal Springs Foundation
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Event Sponsors

Donors
Waste Management Company
Dave and Kelby Johnson Foundation
Workers Compensation Fund
United Way of Salt Lake
Joseph and Kathleen Sorenson Legacy Foundation
Vijay Janapaty (individual)



Generational Change,
One Child at a Time

5361 S 4220 W
Suite B

Kearns, UT 84118

@friendsutah

friendsutah.org


