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The past year has been one of incredible growth at Friends of the Children - Utah. As we enter our 
third year, we reflect on the incredible community, supporters, and most importantly, youth and 
families who have walked alongside us from the beginning.   

Our mission continues to fuel our passion and commitment to the youth and families we serve. 
Together, we have faced the challenges of homelessness, food insecurity, leaving unsafe and 
unhealthy relationships, meeting academic benchmarks and the ongoing struggles of COVID-19. 
Friends have risen to the occasion and bolstered the youth facing these challenges with resilience, 
belonging, trust, and compassion. 

This past year, we have met our programmatic growth goals including increasing by 3 Friends 
per year. This means we have the opportunity to serve an additional 24 youth and their 
families, approximately Implementing this program with fidelity results in successful youth and 
generational change. Our depth is individual, our impact is generational. 

Youth have seen tremendous growth particularly in academics. As our first cohort of 4-6 years 
olds now prepares to enter 1st-3rd grade, where many were once below grade level and coping 
with inequities exacerbated by COVID-19, many are now at or above grade level.

Moving forward, we are thrilled to continue our Growth theme by launching a Capital Campaign 
for a new Friends - Utah Clubhouse! We hope you will join us in this new adventure as we 
continue to grow forward. 

Best,

We acknowledge that this land, which is named for the Ute Tribe, is the traditional and ancestral 
homeland of the Shoshone, Paiute, Goshute, Navajo, and Ute Tribes. Friends of the Children – 
Utah recognizes and respects the enduring relationship that exists between many Indigenous 
peoples and their traditional homelands. We are grateful for the territory upon which we gather; 
we respect Utah’s Indigenous Peoples, the original stewards of this land; and we value the 
sovereign relationships that exist between tribal governments, state governments, and the federal 
government. In offering this land acknowledgment, we affirm Indigenous self-governance history, 
experiences, and resiliency of the Native people who are still here today.

Dear 
friends,

Kelsey Lewis
Executive Director

Leadership Team
John Koranicki - Director of Operations 
Logan Meyers - Director of Programs

Jennifer Danielson
Board Chair

@friendsutah

friendsutah.org

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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“I love learning and know that my abilities will 
improve through dedication and effort.”
Friends - Utah has redefined the youth mentoring field by creating the first and only long-term 
professional mentoring program in the country... And it works!

Road Map Goals
Roadmap goals are intentional, individualized, and collaboratively-set goals. Together, our 
youth and Friends develop five roadmap goals together annually around our intermediate outcomes:
school success, prosocial development, improved health, making good choices, and plans & skills for 
the future. Time spent working towards these goals look different for each youth, while some may 
need 40% of their time on school success, others will need 35% of their time on improved health.

Long-Term Outcomes 

92% of youth go on to enroll 
in post-secondary education, 
serve our country or enter the 
workforce.

93% of youth remain free 
from juvenile justice system 
involvement.

Each child gets a dedicated, one-on-one Friend who spends 12 to 16 hours per month with them. 
Friends and youth set goals and design activities that advance those goals and build life skills. 
Friends create meaningful experiences to explore each child’s unique talents and interests. Friends 
of the Children has developed nine research-based Core Assets, which are specific qualities we 
focus on to ensure the social and emotional development of our youth.

Friends spent 5,777 hours this past year on direct and indirect service with their youth and 
worked on core assets over 5,000 times. Friends have completed 1,747 direct service outings 
with their youth, where they were out in the community 900 times, visiting the youth homes 
almost 350 times, and visiting the school or preschool/daycare over 200 times. 

56 Youth Enrolled
9 Friends 
1 Family Engagement Specialist

2021-2022 Program Growth

196 Family Members Reached
15 Staff 
9 Community Partners with MOU’s

GROWTH MINDSET

In December, Friends - Utah partnered with a platform called i-Ready, an academic and 
diagnostic tool intended to help youth assess where they are, and set goals towards where they 
want to be. This tool is especially useful as youth’s academic growth was deeply affected by 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Friends brainstormed how they could make Academic Success as fun as it is valuable. With 
the generous support of Mark and Kathie Miller, that fun was added through incentives for 
completing diagnostics, leveling up, and reaching their goals! 

Many of our youth who struggled with academics, now find themselves closing the gap to being 
at grade level. Having a Friend walk beside them every step of the way is a vital ingredient to the 
success of this partnership.

i-READY creates pathway

INDIVIDUALIZED AND INTENTIONAL

83% of youth earn a high school 
diploma or GED.

98% of youth wait to parent until 
after their teen years
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The Front
Onward and upward! We work hard to help youth Find Their 
Sparks by introducing them to many new activities. One such 
activity with generous support of The Front Climbing Club was 
this youth climbing lesson where they were taught how to safely 
climb while building relationships with their peers and adults.

Wheeler Farm
Many Friends and youth love visiting Wheeler Farm, especially 
in all their different seasonal settings. This trip was very special 
for one of our youth though as she wants to be a vet when she 
grows up and here she was able to watch vets tending to the 
animals. What do you want to be when you grow up?

Hogle Zoo
Thank you to Utah’s Hogle Zoo for donating tickets to our 
Friends allowing them to take their youth and learn about all 
the zoo’s animals. Seeing these animals in person can greatly 
change one’s perspective. Look at the size of this polar bear!

Friends and youth enjoying a Jazz game 
thanks to Rudy’s Kids Foundation

Back-to-school BBQ for our youth
and their families

Youth event discussing our core asset, 
“Belonging,” as we ask for ideas for

our future clubhouse

Neighborhood House
Spin the wheel and win a prize! Here we are sharing information 
and having fun during student pickup at Neighborhood House. 
Neighborhood House is one of our wonderful referral partners. 
This allowed us an opportunity to engage more fully with 
those in their community and share the work of Friends of the 
Children - Utah.

Loveland Living Planet Aquarium
Rise and shine –it'’s fish time! Who doesn’t love visiting the 
Aquarium and all the great work they do. Friends – Utah has 
hosted events there and they have donated us tickets for youth 
outings. Every time the youth are excited to go and here you 
can see them getting to touch a stingray.

Referral PartnerResource Partner School Our Clubhouse

OUR PARTNERSWe collaborate with many amazing agencies: Referral Partners help us identify youth for 
enrollment, and Resources Partners provide family support or unique experiences for participants. 
The support of all the schools throughout the Valley is vital to the mentorship we provide.
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Our Growth is Generational

2,961 contacts have been made with our caregivers throughout the year. We’ve connected 
with caregivers to support school success and roadmap goals of the youth. We’ve connected 
to provide caregivers with social emotional support and education around community 
resources. We’ve hosted 4 full family engagement events plus started our bi-monthly Partners 
in Parenting nights where parents enrolled in our program come together and build relationships 
with other caregivers, while learning and having discussions about different topics that can be 
applicable in their lives. We have discussed internet safety, bullying, and goal setting.

Through generous support from the Joseph & Kathleen Sorenson Legacy Foundation, we’ve 
been able to provide assistance to our families in emergency situations. When a single caregiver 
of 6 facing homelessness for her family was looking for new housing, we were able to provide 
support. When a caregiver and a youth needed emergency accommodations for safety, we were 
able to support. 

Through our whole-family approach we support children and their caregivers simultaneously; 
repair and generate new, positive relationships between family, community, and systems; and 
help children and caregivers acquire prosocial skills and the trusting relationships necessary to 
function as productive, responsible citizens.

GENERATION
MODEL

Meet Ashley
- Friend and

Family Specialist

Ashley works to support youth’s 
families in offering support, resources, 
educational opportunities, basic needs, 
and more. 

Breaking the cycle of 
intergenerational poverty in Utah.

FAMILY IN 
POVERTY

FAIL TO 
ESCAPE 

POVERTY 
CYCLE

DIFFICULTY 
OBTAINING

LIVABLE WAGE

EDUCATION 
DISADVANTAGE

CHILD GROWS 
UP IN 

POVERTY

When our caregivers were asked, “On a scale from 0-10, how likely are you to recommend Friends 
of the Children to a friend in your situation?” they respond favorably with an average of  9.92. 

We scored an 8.92 when they were asked “How has your engagement with Friends of the Children 
helped you transform your life for the better?” with caregivers strongly responding:

“I feel empowered to bring about positive and lasting changes in my life”, 
and

“I feel empowered to overcome barriers in my life”

Thanks to a donation from Deseret Industries, we’ve also been able to provide families with 
vouchers for their personal and home needs.

29%
received public assistance as a child

INTERGENERATIONAL POVERTY IN UTAH

intergenerational poverty children

children at-risk of IGP, currently on public assistance

52,795

144,610 

source: https://jobs.utah.gov/edo/intergenerational/igp20.pdf

It makes economic sense.

The Harvard Business School Association of Oregon Showed that for every $1 
invested in Friends of the Children, benefits over $7 in saved social costs. Helping one 

child saves the community $900,000.

Read more about our Return on Investment here: friendsutah.org/about/resources

$1 = $7
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JACK

“I have seen a lot of growth from my youth in social development. 
Through all the great events that we have had this year from spark 
explorers to Family Engagement Events, my youth have grown in social 
interactions and coming out of their shells to make friends.”

Chris O.

“I’m excited to see where this journey not only takes me but everyone 
else. I can’t wait to see how much we grow over the next few years. 
But I’m most excited to meet my youth and start building a relationship 
with them.”

PRUDENCE

“Each youth has worked on building positive relationships, actively 
participated in taking steps to make progress on their Roadmap goals and 
shared in some awesome outings/events towards finding their sparks!”

JESSICA

“I’m excited to start building my relationship with my new families and to 
get to know my youth and see them grow over the next months and years!”

WILL

“All of my youth have experienced huge growth in their Prosocial skills. 
They are more confident in meeting new friends and joining them in 
different activities.”

ZACH

“The thing I’m most excited about with the future of friends, is the 
inevitable expansion and potential that our chapter still has ahead of it. As 
we continue to grow here in Utah, so too will our resources and ability to 
help more and more people throughout our community.”

What growth have you seen this year in your youth?

What are you excited for in the future of Friends?

MEET  
FRIENDS

OUR
Our model was founded on research showing that the single most important factor in overcoming 
childhood adversity is a long-term, nurturing relationship with a consistent and caring adult.

CHRIS

“Seeing my youths growth and progress over the past 2 years... all the 
“aha” moments and happy tears make every day worthwhile.”

AUBREY

“My favorite thing about being a friend is seeing the youths’ faces light up 
when they see me. Anytime I pick them up they scream my name and run 
towards me. It’s special knowing how much they love being with me.”

ASHLEY

“My favorite thing about being a friend is learning from the kiddos and 
having them be such good friends to me. I love getting to know their 
personalities and seeing how excited they are to share new and fun things 
going on in their lives”

What is your favorite part of being a Friend?



TUESDAYS WITH 21-22 

TREVION 
When the community knows who we are and what we do, then we can better align resources and 
foster partnerships in support of our mission. One way we've done this is through a social media 
campaign called Tuesdays with Trevion. A natural on camera, Trevion has stolen the hearts of 
many through his various adventures and tips. Seeing the face of our youth reminds us why we do 
what we do. Get to know a bit more about Trev! 

Trev lives with his mom, a single parent, who Trev does his best to help out around the 
house because of her physical limitations. Friends-Utah's families all face the challenge of 
intergenerational poverty, which includes food insecurity, environmental neglect, high mobility, 
and other factors. Trev works closely with therapists to work on skills managing his emotions, 
including autism. Though Trev has missed parts of school due to COVID 19, he has stayed at or 
above grade level. 

Trevion in an encyclopedia of knowledge. He is sociable and tries to make friends with everyone 
he meets. He loves science and one day wants to be a paleontologist and often he tells his Friend, 

Chris, that he also wants to be a Friend just like him. Trevion is completing his most successful 
year of school and is working hard with Chris to be more physically healthy so they can take their 
shared love of adventure to Timpanogos Caves. 

#tuesdayswithtrev 

Outstanding Community Partner of the Year 

Friends - Utah utilizes community partnerships to identify and refer children who would like to 
benefit from the professional mentoring and support we offer. We honor their expertise in their 
respective fields and value the courageous work they're engaged in daily. This year, we want 
to honor Neighborhood House as our Outstanding Community Partner of the Year. Neighborhood 

House strives to enrich, empower, and educate children and adults through quality, affordable 
Day care and support services. To learn more, visit www.nhutah.org 

@neighborhood house 
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FINANCIALS 
September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022 

Source of Funds $1,432,527 Use of Funds $1,107,242 

Total Assets: 
Total Liabilities: 
Net Assets: 

Foundations $ 

Individuals $ 

844,879 

109,364 

141,031 Corporate 
Public 
Other* 

$ 

$ 

$ 

44,574 

292,680 

$1,387,212 

$ 86,026 

$1,301,186 

FY 22 Revenue* 
FY 22 Expenses 

*Other Revenue is from ERC tax credits, support from Friends - National, and special events.

*FY22 Total Revenue includes restricted funds for FY23 and future years.

Programs 70% 

Development 16% 

Management 14% 

$ 1,678,490 

$1,107,242 

Every year Friends - Utah conducts a third party financial audit. Access to Friends - Utah financial health found at friends.utah.org/resources

Executive Board 
Jennifer Danielson Board Chairperson, Community Volunteer 

Jesus N. Valero Board Vice Chair, Assistant Professor Political Science, University of Utah 

Paul Schuhmacher Treasurer, Managing Director, AArete 
Stephen Foxley Board Secretary, Blue Cross, Blue Shield of Utah 

Board Members 
Mary Kate Ivory Bertha The Clark and Christine Ivory Foundation 

T. Felt Investment Firm Partner
Martha S. Bradley-Evans University of Utah 

Erinn Kelley-Siel Friends of the Children - National 
Blake Leonelli Waste Management 

Kevin Salmon Community Volunteer 

Linda Staley Real Estate 

Evelyn Everton Sandy City 

FR 1 EN DSotthe 

CHlLDREN 

Utah 
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A special thanks to all of our donors and supporters.
We couldn’t do this without you!

THANK
YOU!

Thank you to our Foundation Donors that supported us at launch and every year since. 

Thank you to our donors that have seen our work and have provided support!

Dick and Sue 
Jacobsen

Mark and 
Kathie Miller

The Boyer
Family Foundation

Marriner S. Eccles 
Foundation

Rudy’s Kids Foundation
Ryan Hall

Scheels

Zions Bank Foundation
Martha Bradley-Evans

Matthew and Aimee Newton Family Fund

Salt Lake City Arts, 
Culture, and Events



Generational 
Change, One 

Child at a Time

5361 S 4220 W
Suite B

Kearns, UT 84118

@friendsutah

friendsutah.org
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